English 9 – Outside Reading
Purpose:  to strengthen reading comprehension and critical reading skills while increasing the student’s exposure to age and skill-appropriate literature of excellent quality and/or literary significance

Reading Selections:  students will read and review 3 of the following 10 book selections.


1. Hiroshima – John Hersey


2. Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde – Robert Louis Stevenson


3. Night – Elie Wiesel


4. The Pearl – John Steinbeck


5. Animal Farm – George Orwell


6. Huck Finn – Mark Twain

7. Perelandra – C. S. Lewis


8. Vinegar Boy – Alberta Hawse


9. 18…No Time to Waste – Margaret Johnson
         10. Castaway Kid – R. B. Mitchell 

Assignment Description:  by a projected due date in each of the first three marking periods, students will be expected to submit a 300 word CRITICAL REVIEW of the specific work from the book list which they selected and read.
The typed, MLA-formatted paper should fall somewhere between a length of one to two pages (double-spaced, according to MLA format) and answer the following FOUR review prompts in a well-organized, grammatical fashion (roughly one full paragraph for each prompt).


1.)   
Using examples from the story to support your answer, what do you believe 


is the main “theme” or message of this book? 

2.)   
Choose three characters in the book you read and, using clear examples,


explain how these characters “develop” or change in significant ways over 


the course of the story?

3.) 
Explain what specific qualities or aspects of this book make it “universal,” or 


important and relevant for people of any age or background?


4.)
Using characters and plot points as examples, explain how the author, in your 

opinion, effectively communicated his or her message through this book. 
(**Note: if the book contains several important messages, just select one message to 
comment on.)

Projected Due Dates:  though subject to change, the following projections for when the critical reviews (and reading) are expected to be completed by the student should serve as a guideline for fulfilling the assignment in a timely and successful fashion.

Quarter 1: Wednesday, October 22  


Quarter 2: Wednesday, January 7

Quarter 3: Wednesday, March 18
            *Quarter 4: Wednesday May 27
*4th Quarter critical review tentatively scheduled, as constraints for time may force the teacher to cancel this assignment.
